
Tekst 1 

Life on Mars 

American billionaire Dennis Tito has plans to 
send a couple on a mission to Mars. Tito 
and his team don’t want just any couple on 
this 501-day return trip to the planet. They 
want two peas in a pod: the ideal candidates 
would be people who can cope with being 
together all the time, for about a year and a 
half, in a confined space.  

And there will be no distractions. The 
facilities will be very basic in order to save 
money. For the same reason, there is no landing on the cards. So you will 
go all the way to the Red Planet and back, without ever leaving your 
spaceship. No leg-stretching stroll, no glorious holiday snaps by your 
Martian sandcastle to show the family, no ‘meet the neighbours’! 

Is there any excitement left in this trip? After the fun of the first week in 
space, all you’ll have around is your partner. The risk of flying in the face 
of danger under such precarious conditions is that when radiation 
overexposure gets you, you’ll be long dead... of boredom! 

I’m passionate about space and sci-fi things. When I was a kid, I wanted 
to be an astronaut. But the journey to adventure has to be a bumpy ride. If 
I’m sent to Mars, I want to go with a total stranger. The more alien the 
better. Each mind, each personal history, is like a planet and I would have 
all that to discover on my way to Mars. It is the unknown that is exciting! 
I would want to go to space with my own alien on board. 

bbc.co.uk, 2013 



Tekst 1 

1p 1 Wat maakt deze expeditie naar Mars een onaantrekkelijke onderneming, 
volgens de schrijver? 
A de gebrekkige financiering 
B de landing 
C de ruimtewezens 
D de spanning 
E de straling onderweg 
F de verveling 

Bronvermelding 
Een opsomming van de in dit examen gebruikte bronnen, zoals teksten en afbeeldingen, is te vinden in het bij dit examen 
behorende correctievoorschrift, dat na afloop van het examen wordt gepubliceerd. 
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